Emergence of Small Satellite
Industry and the Impacts on
Space Sustainability
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Mars is littered with 15694 ponds
of human trash from 50 years of
robotic exploration

Published: September 20, 2022 1.37pm BST

Rovers on Mars frequently come across debris - like this heat shield and spring - from their own or other missions. NASA/JPL-Caltech
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Accident Simulation from YouTube
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The two satellites at the moment The debris clouds ten minutes
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Iridium-33 / Cosmos 2251 collision
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Figure 3. Iridium constellation conjunction probabilities during the week of February 7, 2009.

Under current tracking accuracies, the actual collision between Iridium-33 and Cosmos 2251 did Space Safety Compendium
not stand out from other conjunctions that week as being noticeably dangerous. 2022
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ASK ME ANY QUESTIONS,
Let’s Learn Together!
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